
Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

Fife 
College 

HNC Visual 
Communicatio
n 
(Graphic/Illustr
ation pathways) 

7 96 

Junior Graphic 
Designer, 
Illustrator, 
UI/Artwork 
Assistant; 
progression to 
HND/BA 

fife.ac.uk (course) 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

— 

Fife 
College 

HND Visual 
Communicatio
n 

8 240 

Graphic Designer, 
Brand Designer, 
Motion Designer; 
top-up to BA 
(Hons) 

fife.ac.uk (course) 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA HND credits 
SQA 

— 

Edinburg
h College 

HND Visual 
Communicatio
n: Graphic 
Design 

8 240 

Graphic Designer, 
Artworker, Digital 
Designer; degree 
entry 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

School area page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

SQA HND credits 
SQA 

Edinburg
h College 

BA (Hons) 
Visual 
Communicatio
ns (top-up after 
HND) 

10 480 

Designer/Art 
Director; senior 
routes after 
experience 

EC top-up info 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

SCQF guide 
(degree credits) 
University of 
Glasgow 

— 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

Art & Design 
(route finder / 
evening 
options) 

— — 

Portfolio building; 
routes to 
HNC/HND Art & 
Design 

course hub 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

Falkirk evening list 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

— 

Fife 
College 

NC 
Fabrication & 

5 72 
Welding/Fab 
Trainee, MA route; 

fife.ac.uk (course) 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA NC credits 
(Lv5=72) SQA 

— 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnd-visual-communication/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnd-visual-communication/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/art-and-design?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/art-and-design?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/university-entry?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/university-entry?letter=V&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/Media_105417_smxx.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gla.ac.uk/media/Media_105417_smxx.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/ways-to-study/evening/falkirk-evening-courses?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/intermediate-certificate-engineering-fabrication-welding/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47871.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

Welding 
Engineering 

progress to 
L6/HNC 

Fife 
College 

Intro to 
Practical 
Welding Skills 
(TIG/MIG unit) 

— — 
Entry skills for 
workshop roles; 
MA readiness 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

— — 

Fife 
College 

Carpentry & 
Joinery — 
Modern 
Apprenticeshi
p (PDA/SVQ) 

6 — 
Site Joiner, Bench 
Joiner; 
construction trades 

MA overview (C&J) 
fife.ac.uk 

MA at Fife overview 
fife.ac.uk 

— 

Edinburg
h College 

Fabrication & 
Welding 
Engineering 
(EAL SVQ2) 

5 — 
Welder/Fabricator 
(entry); progress to 
HNC 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Eng. subject area 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

— 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

HNC 
Engineering: 
Fabrication & 
Welding 

7 96 
Fabrication/Weldin
g Technician; 
degree routes 

listings (confirm 
award) 
graemehigh.com+1 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

FVC course search 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

Fife 
College 

NC Furniture 5 72 

Furniture Maker, 
Cabinet Maker; 
progress to 
HNC/HND 3D 
Design 

course hub Built 
Env. (incl. Furniture) 
fife.ac.uk 

SCQF NC credits 
scqf.org.uk 

— 

Fife 
College 

HNC 3D 
Design 
(Furniture & 
Product) 

7 96 
Furniture/Product 
Technician; 
HND/degree entry 

built env. hub (3D 
Design) fife.ac.uk 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

— 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/welding-intro-to-welding/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/construction-building-carpentry-and-joinery-ma/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/business-and-training/modern-apprenticeships/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/fabrication-and-welding-engineering-eal-speo-svq2-en13meol25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/fabrication-and-welding-engineering-eal-speo-svq2-en13meol25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/engineering?letter=F&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/engineering?letter=F&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.graemehigh.com/_documents/%5B933235%5DFVC_Full_Time_Courses.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/course-search?query=hnc+engineering&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/built-environment/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://scqf.org.uk/the-framework/know-your-scqf-level/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/built-environment/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

Fife 
College 

HND 3D 
Design 
(Furniture & 
Product) 

8 240 
Furniture/Product 
Designer; degree 
top-up 

built env. hub (3D 
Design) fife.ac.uk 

SQA HND credits 
SQA 

— 

Edinburg
h College 

HND 3D 
Design: 
Interior, 
Product & 
Exhibition 

8 240 
Interior/Product/Ex
hibition Designer; 
2nd/3rd-yr entry 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

browse listing (Lv8) 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Planit summary Planit 
Plus 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

Art & Design 
routes (no 
dedicated 
furniture award) 

— — 
Portfolio to 
design/engineering 
pathways 

course hub 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

— — 

Fife 
College 

Advanced 
Certificate: 
Engineering 
Systems 

6 — 
Multi-discipline 
technician route; 
HNC pathways 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA Adv. Cert./Dip 
info SQA 

Eng & Energy hub 
fife.ac.uk 

Fife 
College 

HNC 
Architectural 
Technology 

7 96 
Architectural 
Technician, CAD 
Tech; HND/degree 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

Degree links (RGU) 
rgu.ac.uk 

Fife 
College 

HNC Quantity 
Surveying 

7 96 
Assistant 
QS/Estimator; 
HND QS → BSc 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

Planit (SCQF7) 
Planit Plus 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

Fife 
College 

HNC 
Construction 
Management 

7 96 

Assistant 
Site/Project 
Manager; 
HND/BSc routes 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

Degree pathways 
guide fife.ac.uk 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/built-environment/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/3d-design-interior-product-and-exhibition-design-hnd-cr13ddeb25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/3d-design-interior-product-and-exhibition-design-hnd-cr13ddeb25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse?keywords=Art+%26+design&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse?keywords=Art+%26+design&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.planitplus.net/Courses/View/5296/4/18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.planitplus.net/Courses/View/5296/4/18?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/engineering-systems-advanced-certificate/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/81740.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/engineering-and-energy/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnc-architectural-technology/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/apply/degree-link/fife-college?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnc-quantity-surveying/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.planitplus.net/Institutions/ViewCourse/28536?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/construction-management-hnc/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/media/004bir0a/fc_a4-degree_guide-2024-25-web.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

Edinburg
h College 

HNC Civil 
Engineering 

7 96 
Civil Eng. 
Technician; degree 
(e.g., UHI/HWU) 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Planit course (Lv7) 
Planit Plus 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

BEng/MEng 
Civil/Structura
l (HWU) – 
partnership 

9–11 — 
Civil/Structural 
Engineer; 
chartered routes 

FVC×HWU page 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

HWU college 
students Heriot-
Watt University 

FVC progression info 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

Fife 
College 

HNC/HND 3D 
Design 
(Product) 
(Product 
Design 
heading) 

7 / 8 96 / 240 
Product Designer, 
CAD Designer 

built env. hub (3D) 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA HN credits 
SQA 

— 

Edinburg
h College 

HND 3D 
Design: 
Interior, 
Product & 
Exhibition 
(Product 
Design) 

8 240 
Product/Industrial 
Designer 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

— — 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

Design-related 
projects 
within Art & 
Design/Eng. 

— — 
Portfolio → 
HNC/HND/degree 

course hub (filters) 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

— — 

Fife 
College 

BPEC Heat 
Pump 
Systems 
Installer 

— — 

Heat Pump 
Installer (MCS), 
Low-carbon 
Heating Engineer 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

Energy Transition 
Skills Hub (Shell) 
fife.ac.uk 

Hydrogen Training 
Centre news fife.ac.uk 

https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/civil-engineering-hnc-en1cehnc25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/civil-engineering-hnc-en1cehnc25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.planitplus.net/Institutions/ViewCourse/4874?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/ways-to-study/partnership-degrees/heriot-watt-university?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/widening-access/college-students?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/widening-access/college-students?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/ways-to-study/partnership-degrees/progressing-to-university?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/subject-areas/built-environment/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/3d-design-interior-product-and-exhibition-design-hnd-cr13ddeb25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/3d-design-interior-product-and-exhibition-design-hnd-cr13ddeb25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/course-search?query=hnc+engineering&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/bpec-heat-pump-systems-installer-non-refrigerant-circuits-air-and-ground-source/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/more/future-ready-fife/shell-energy-transition-skills-hub/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/news/uk-s-first-hydrogen-training-centre-opens-for-next-generation-of-green-gas-engineers-at-fife-college/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

(Air/Ground 
Source) 

Fife 
College 

Net Zero & 
Renewables 
short courses 
(EV, heat 
pumps etc.) 

— — 
Low-carbon trades; 
CPD 

Net Zero & 
Renewables hub 
fife.ac.uk 

EV upskilling news 
fife.ac.uk 

— 

Edinburg
h College 

Renewables & 
Energy 
Efficiency 
Training 
Centre (heat 
pumps/solar 
thermal etc.) 

— — 
Installer upskilling 
(MCS), Retrofit 
roles 

Centre page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Green Skills/heat 
pump course info 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Launch news 
edinburghcollege.ac.u
k+1 

Forth 
Valley 
College 

Renewables & 
Energy 
Efficiency 
(short 
courses) 

— — 
Heat-pump / solar 
thermal upskilling 

FVC courses 
(Renewables filter) 
forthvalley.ac.uk 

EST heat-pump 
colleges list (incl. 
FVC) Energy 
Saving Trust 

— 

Fife 
College 

Science 
Introduction 
Certificate 

4 — 

Route to NC L5 
Applied Science; 
Lab Assistant 
(entry) 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

Prospectus extract 
(Lv4) fife.ac.uk 

— 

Fife 
College 

NC Applied 
Science 

5 72 

Lab Assistant 
(entry), NC6 → 
HNC Applied 
Sciences 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA NC Lv5 spec 
(72) SQA 

— 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/business-and-training/business-and-training-subject-areas/net-zero-and-renewables/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/news/fife-college-retrain-electricians-with-specialist-ev-course/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/facilities-and-services/learning-facilities/renewables-centre?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/facilities-and-services/learning-facilities/renewables-centre?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/employers/professional-training/green-skills-training?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/employers/professional-training/green-skills-training?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/edinburgh-college-launches-renewables-and-energy-efficiency-training-centre?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/edinburgh-college-launches-renewables-and-energy-efficiency-training-centre?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.forthvalley.ac.uk/courses?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/service/how-to-become-a-heat-pump-installer-in-scotland/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/service/how-to-become-a-heat-pump-installer-in-scotland/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/science-introduction-certificate/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/media/qs2lrqr5/fife-college-prospectus-25-26.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/national-certificate-applied-science/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47871.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Institution Course 
SCQF 
Level 

SCQF 
Credits 

Where it can lead 
(examples) 

Link 1 Link 2 Link 3 

Fife 
College 

NC Applied 
Sciences 

6 72 

Progression to 
HNC Applied 
Sciences / HND; 
Lab Tech roles 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

SQA NC Lv6 spec 
(72) SQA 

— 

Fife 
College 

HNC Applied 
Sciences 
(Biology) 

7 96 

Bioscience Tech, 
QA/QC; HND 
Applied 
Biological 
Sciences / degree 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

Planit (SCQF7) 
Planit Plus 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

Fife 
College 

HND Applied 
Biological 
Sciences 

8 240 
Lab Analyst, 
Biotech/Pharma 
Tech; BSc entry 

course page 
fife.ac.uk 

RGU Degree Link 
(examples) 
rgu.ac.uk 

SQA HND credits 
SQA 

Edinburg
h College 

Applied 
Science Level 
5 

5 72 
Route to 
NC6/HNC; Lab 
Assistant (entry) 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Science area page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

SQA NC Lv5 credits 
(72) SQA 

Edinburg
h College 

Applied 
Science NC 
Level 6 

6 72 
Route to HNC 
Applied Science; 
Lab Tech 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

Science area page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

SQA NC Lv6 credits 
(72) SQA 

Edinburg
h College 

HNC Applied 
Science 

7 96 

Lab Tech, 
QA/Analyst; 
degree entry (e.g., 
UoE Sci/Eng 
accepts HN) 

course page 
edinburghcollege.ac
.uk 

UoE accepts HN 
entry (context) 
College of Science 
and Engineering 

SQA HNC credits 
SQA 

 
 

https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/national-certificate-applied-sciences/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/38697.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnc-applied-sciences-biology/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.planitplus.net/Institutions/ViewCourse/11727?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.fife.ac.uk/courses/browse-courses/hnd-applied-biological-sciences/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/apply/degree-link/fife-college?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-level-5-en1n5asf25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-level-5-en1n5asf25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/science?letter=A&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/science?letter=A&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47871.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-nc-level-6-en1n6lse25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-nc-level-6-en1n6lse25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/science?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/explore-subject-areas/science?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/38697.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-hnc-en1hcasc25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/browse/applied-science-hnc-en1hcasc25?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://science-engineering.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/applying/entrancerequirements/adultreturners/hnc-hnd-qualifications?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://science-engineering.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/applying/entrancerequirements/adultreturners/hnc-hnd-qualifications?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/168.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

